[Isolation and primary characteristics of a Pseudomonas (Burkholderia) pseudomallei plasmid].
Plasmid screening of reference Pseudomonas pseudomallei strains isolated from patients and animals revealed cryptic plasmids with different molecular weights in 30 strains. Plasmids were investigated by restriction analysis and DNA-DNA hybridization. Cryptic plasmids were denoted as pPM1, pCM2, pCM3, and pCM4. The presence of plasmids in melioidosis agent permits their use for intraspecies typing of strains and for genetic studies.